Receipts and expenditures and report of the superintending school committee of the town of Durham for the year ending March 1, 1865. by Durham Town Representatives
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Year Ending March 1, 1865.
DOVER, N . H .





Families of Volunteers, from May 1, 1863, to May 1, 1864.
Luke si. Vibbert, $12.per month, from May 1,
to May 1,1864, $144 OO
Samuel E. Smith do do 144 00
Samuel J. Jones to do 144 00
James 11. Long do do 144 00
Andrew D. Moring do do 144 00
James T. Young do do 144 00
Kobert W. Francis do do 144 00
John Goodrich do do 144 00
Shepard children do to Jan. 1st 96 00
Charles W. Philbrick do to July 15 30 00
Charles W. Philbrick $8 per month from July 15 to
January 15 48 00
James L. Goodwin §12 do from May 1, to Oct. 3 61 00
James L, Goodwin $8 do Oct. 3, to April 3 48 00
George 0. Keniston $ 12 do May 1, to June 1 12 00
David 0. Davis $12 do Oct. 1, to May! 84 00
Alphonzo Piukham $12 do May ], to Aug. 28 46 00
Alphonzo Pinkham $8 do Aug. 28, to Feb. 28 48 00
Fernando Gerrish $8 do May I to Oct. 7 41 60
Asa D. Palmer $8 do May 1 to May 1 96 00
James W. Starbird $8 do ' May 1 to June 1 8 00
Curtis Stimpson $8 do May 1 to May 1 90 00
Nicholas Long do do do 96 00
Samuel T. Long do do to Aug, 6 25 33
Amos M. SmaX do do to Oct. 2 41 60
Moses B. Langley do Aug. 18, to May 1 67 20
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Otis W. Hewiiis $4
10 00
14 16
Paid Joshua B. Smith in full, 22 43
Sarah Paul to Sept. 5, 26 40
Nathan Durgin to Sept. 5, 60 00
Joseph R. Chesley to Sep. 12, 18 00
do to March 24, 1865, 18 00
M. P. Thompson for S. Philbrick to Sep. 12, 9 00
Nicholas Drew to Sep. 13, 9 00
do to Feb. 24, 1865, 1 20
R. P. for S. A. Wentworth to Sep, 17, 36 00
Andrew L. Simpson to Sep. 19, 12 00
Charlotte Woodman to Sep. 22, 26 64
Benjamin Thompson, Barrington, to Sep. 29, 60 00
do do to Sep. 1, 9 78
Federal B. Stevens to Sep. 5, 6 GO
Andrew D. McDaniel to Sep. 17, 30 00
Cyrus G. Hull to Sep 28, 42 00
Clark Mathes to Jan. 15, 1865, 42 60
do to Oct. 1,.1864, 27 00
do in full 12 35
A. D. McDaniel for C. 0. Jones to Sep. 5, 24 00
Jason Dame to Oct. 6, $9, to Oct. 18, $60, 69 00
Alfred F. Paul to Oct. 1, 3 GO
David 0. Davis to Oct. 8, 12 00
Ann Smith in full, 1135
John Drew to Nov. 19, 13 50
Joseph Smith to Nov. 24, 18 00
C. Starbird in full, 8 50
Jeremiah Langley to Jan. 14 $36, for S. Rand $6 42 00
do in full, 2 63
Charles E. Demeritt to Jan. 15, 1865, 8 50
Samuel Emerson to do 2 do 18 00
Benjamin Mathes to Oct. 14, 1864, 12 00
George W. Pinkham to Feb. 15, 1865, 57 25
George W. Palmer to Nov. 24, 1864, 14 88
James Connor to March 1, 1865, 12 00
Henry S. Palmer to Nov. 24, 1864, 12 78
Joseph Dame in full, 12 00
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Paid James M. Bunker to Feb. 2, 1866,
Andrew D. McDaniel to Jan. 22, 1866,
John Mooney,
Peter McKone to Nov. Y, 1864,
SCHOOL MONEY.
District No. 1. Paid George W. Butler,
2. Daniel Chesley,
3. Joseph Smith,
4. Charles H. Bunker,
" Israel P. Church,
5. Ebenezer F. Doe,
"
George A. Bennett,
6. George E. Edgerly,
Y. Thomas C. Clark,
8. Joseph S. Burnham,
9. William Meader,
10. Thomas H. Wiswall,
PACKER'S FALLS BRIDGE,
Paid Henry A. Drew 4 days labor,
Mark H.Mathes 5 1-2 do
George F. Ricker 1, do
Darius Stevens 5, do
Asa Miller 4 1-2, do
Ezra Parsons 8, do
Samuel T. Long 1, do
John Drew 3 1-2 do
Ezra Parsons 1800 feet plank,
Z. D. Creighton nails,
Jacob Mathes 4 days labor,
Jacob Mathes 6 oxen and horses Y days,
J. S, Bennett for nails,
Joseph S. Burnham 16T7 feet of timber,
Charles W. Hayes 4 1-2 days labor,




Paid John B. Griffith for 24 days labor, 48 00
do 150 feet of lumber 3 00
do use of drag 8 days, 2 00
Darius Stevens 9 days labor, 18 00
Thompson Jackson 10 do 20 00
Samuel Twombly 11 do 27 50
do use of drills and fuse, 1 12
Thompson Jackson labor in filling up, 3 34
T. aiid C. D. Garland sharpening drills &c. 1 64
David S. Glidden 1 day, and cutting 3 trees, 2 50
Joshua B. Smith oxen 3 days and fuse, 5 36
Geo. & Wm. P. Ffrost bill of powder 84
Jose W. Woodman railing bridge, 4 GO
Mark H. M^ithes drawing timber, 75
John Drew 20 days labor and use of tools, 42 66
Thomas H. Wiswall nails, 44, 261 feet rails 5,22 5 66
Jacob Mathes drawing timber 1,75, service and
Derrick, 6 00, 7 75
JONES BRIDGE—On Newmarket Road.
Paid John B. York 2 00, Enoch J. Coffin 3 00,
George W. Butler 3 00, Nathan Keniston 2 25,
Israel Ricker 4 00, Parker Stevens, Jr. 3 00,
John Rundlett,
JOHNSON CREEK BRIDGE.
Paid Charles E. Demeritt labor 5 days,
Thompson 4 days
Darius Stevens 4 days
Samuel Gerrish 1-2 day
Mark H. Mathes 4 1-2 days
George W. Butler 1 day
Jacob Mathes 8 days
William F. Jones 740 feet of timber,




Paid Darius Stevens, laljor 3 days
Geo. W. Butler 6 days,
Minot W. Langmaid, labor 8 days,
Charles Butler, 4 days,
Jacob Matbes, 3 covering* stone
Geo. W. Butler, 1 do
Rufus Willey, bill for sharpening drills and
iron
ROADS AND BRIDGES.
Paid John Drew, 6060 feet plank,
Eben J. Parsons, 636 feet timber for bridge
stringers,
J. & C. D. Garland, repairing chains,
Aaron Corson, 1 day on Packer's Palis road,
Joseph Young, labor on Packer's Falls road,
William Woodman,
" "
Mark H. Mathes, 1 day
"
Asa Miller, 2 days
"
Ezra Parsons, 1 day
"
Geo. W. Butler, 3-4 day "
" "
1 day on Newmarket bridge,
John S. Bennett, material
" "
Jacob Mathes, 2 days on P. Falls road,
Peter McKone, labor,
Michael McKone,
Joseph S. Burnham, 196 feet plank,
Charles W. Hayes, 1 1-2 days on P. Palls road
Lydia Hayes, labor of oxen 3 days on road,
GENERAL EXPENSE.
Paid Henry W. B. Grover for desk for office,
G, & W. P. Ffrost, in full as Liquor Agents,
E. J. Lane, books and stationery,
John S. Smith, repairing Town Hall scuttle,





Paid J. B. Smith, services filling Town qaota,
paying interest, &c.,
" "
preparing State aid, ac't,
" "
expenses to Portsmouth, Con-
cord and Boston,
" " Eevenue stamps,
" "
blanks, stamps and books,
4,46, express, 1 50
" " services in paying State aid,

















Kec'dofJames P. Walker 250
Sam'l J. Jones 375
J. Doyle 550
T. Walter Leach 2500
James M. Kent 160
Chas. H. Reynolds 1400
Cyrus G. Hull 900
Jason Dame 419
Charles S. Davis 400
C Long- 300
A D McDaniel 600
William Woodman 200
Samuel Emerson 120
George W. Butler 100
Hale Stevens 100
George W. Palmer 200
Newmarket Bank 600
SDMathes 1150
A. D. Palmer 300
H. Hull 100
J. K. Cheslcy, 300
Mary Doe 350
William Tuttle jr. 200
Patrick Eyan 450
Harriet A. Stevens 280
John Emerson 260
John Hodge 300
James L Goodwin 600
John Drew 400
Cha's B Nealley 100
Dudley P. Header 2S0
Henry B. Palmer 200
George F. Bunker T80
Samuel Berry 450
Jeremiah Langley 342
John Drew 2d 350
PtECEIPTS.
Cash in Treasury March 1, 1864
Literary Fund from State Treasurer
Rail Road Tax do
Rent of store J W Coe $50, rent of wharves 9 4T
Timber and plank sold
Collector of 1863, Jedediah Lang-ley's tax




E. Thompson, former overseer of poor, cash
National Bounties refunded
State Bounties do
State Aid refunded to May 1, 1864











Jones Bridge on Newmarket road





Non-resident Highway taxes worked
War expenses
Poor Farm, bills paid
Ira T. Jenkins' bill of wood
Barrington taxes
Breaking roads, snow bills
State Bounties
Town Bounties
State Aid paid to May 1, 1864, not charged in last
report
State Aid from May 1, 1864 to March 1, 1865
Notes paid
Balance in the Treasury March 1, 1865
$35,319 41




GEO. W. BUTLER, ) Durham.
The undersigned. Auditors, hereby certify that tlio en-
tries in the foregoing accounts are accurately cast and
properly vouched.
JOHN MOONEY, ) . ,.,




STATEMENT OF TOWN DEBT.
Note due Benjamin Matlies 200 00
Frances Durgin 300 00
William n. Allen 440 00
John A. Hanson 440 00
Nathan Woodman 3500 00
Sarah Paul 440 00
Charles 0. Jones 400 00
Nathan Durgin 1000 00
Joseph R. Chesley 300 00
Sarah A. Woodman 1000 00
Susan Philbrick 150 00
Nicholas Drew 270 00
Sarah A. Wentworth 600 00
Andrew L. Simpson 200 00
Charlotte Woodman 444 00
Benjamin Thompson, Barrington 1163 00
Jason Dame 1150 00
John Drew 225 00
Andrew D, McDaniel 860 00
Benjamin Thompson, Durham 900 00
Federal B. Stevens 100 00
Cyrus G. Hull TOO 00
Clark Mathes 450 00
Alfred F. Paul 50 00
David 0. Davis 200 00
Dorcas Young 275 00
Peter McKone 100 00
George W. Palmer 248 00
Henry S. Palmer 213 00
Joseph Smith 300 00
Samuel Emerson 300 00
Jeremiah Langley 200 00
Susan D. Mathes 710 00
Charles E. Demeritt 100 00
Joseph Bunker 525 00
James M. Bunker 300 00
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Note due George W. Pinkham 550 qO
James Conner. . , 9qq ««
Andrew J. Stevens 150 00
Eliza A, Smith 1000 00
Notes due given prior to March 1, 1864. ..... 20,653 00" "
«'°ce - u
14,677 00
rru • J .t^ $35,330 00Ihere is due the town for State aid
paid since May 1, 1864 2200
Balance in the Treasury March 1,
1865, about 290
2,490 00
Town Debt, March 1, 1865 $32^8401;^
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REPORT OF W. F. JONES,
Overseer of the Poorfor the Town of Durham, for the year
ending February 2T, 1864.
Outstanding bills, March 10, 1865.
Paid G. & W. P. Ffrost's bill from Feb. 11, 1865,
to karch 9, 1864, 1 49
G. & W. Ffrost, for goods delivered Mrs.
Joseph French, March 4, 1864, 2 00
L. Beach, for 4 gals, soap, delivered Feb. 10,
1864, 50
BILLS AT THE FARM.
Paid John Gate for whitewashing Alms House
J. G. Flagg, for stove, &c.,
1 bbl. of soap and bbl.
23 1-2 yards of Print,
14 oz. of snuif 63c, tobacco 1 95,
Horse shoeing by Hull,
2 gal. Molasses 2 00, Salaratus 39c,
Tongues and Sounds,
Crackers 1 50, Fish 2 19,
Sugar 2 31, hard soap 62c,
7 1-2 yds. sheeting,
8 3-4 yards cotton demin,
4 brooms 1 73, 1 lb tea 1 00,
5 3-4 flannel 4 03, 2 yds selisia 92c,
grinding corn and barley.
Salve for Samuel Chesley,
1 dipper 25c, 3 basons 65c
1 tea pot 25c, rolling pin 20c,
smoothing irons 80, ax handle 25c
box unguentum 10c, 4 plasters 25c,
butter stamp 10c, saltpeter 6c
9 99
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Paid 3 chairs 2 25, 1 table 2 00, 4 25
garden seeds 10c, 2 milk pails 6Yc, YT
1-2 bushel potatoes 50c, whip 50,
room paper 1 20, cream strainer 26c
rennet 11 3, putty 10,
bbl of plaster,
seed peas 1 00, 2 bags 1 00, 2 00
Daniel Chesley .for seed barley,
1 comb 15c, box of mustard 25c,
Tweed for Dame and Durgin,
hinges and screws,
3 3-4 yds of cloth for Alonzo Bickford,
2 3-4 yds of ribbon for Mrs. Dame,
3 pigs 9 00, 2 straw hats 45c,
2 hoes 1 35, L. Johnson shoes 75c,
1 scythe and rifle.
Meat 1 10, wrench for Smith 13c,
rake 35c, 17 lbs. paint 3 40c
thread 28c, wool 4 10
turnip seed 5c, repairing harness 35c,
stove blacking 10c, tripe 35c,
comb 15c, 2 bushels salt 1 25,
rope for cheese press,
sash and putty 1 38, whiffltree24c
2 sticks braid for Mrs. Dame,
basket 25c, seed peas 25c,
1 pr shoes for P. Smith,
hat for Chesley 1 50, beef2 15,
jacket for John Durgin,
2 bbis 3 00, 1 bbl 1 75
1 chamber 50c, wicking 17 c,
2 bushels salt,
hinges 25c, Joseph Palmer, labor, 1 00, 1 26
1 pr shoes for S. Chesley 2 00, oil 28c,' 2 28
stove pipe 50c, salt 60c, j jq
Alcohal 38c, meat bbl. 50c, gg


































1 pr shoes for Alonzo Bickford, 1 35
salts for John Durgin, 6c, ball twine 25c, 31
carding wool 65c, use of cider mill 70c 1 35
boots for L. Dame, 4 50
beef and suit 1 45, cudbear 8c, 1 53
8 yds satinet 8 40, butts 13c, 8 63
shoe strings 5c, plates 83c, 88
1 doz. buttons for A. Bickford, IT
repairs on pump 50c, washboard 50c, 1 00
tapping shoes for M. Short, 35
matches, 64





Wm. Chesley " 8 33
Charles Henderson " 1 00
George Fowler








Ira T Jenkins for wood, 30 00
Madbury tax, 5 TT
Rufus Willey, blacksmith bill, 6 15
Thos. Clark for
sheeting;,
48 1-2 yds, 20 32
G. &- W. P. Ffrost for goods, 16 44
John T. Hanson, for barter, 1 32
S. H. Greene, 1 visit to S. Chesley, 75
J. M, Pendexter for labor in haying, 8 33
J, W. Coe for sundries, 18 60
L. Foss for wagon, &c., 7 90
E. H. Austin for cow, 30 00
book for Bickford boy, 56
wicking 1 50, use of bull 2 50, 4 00
Geo. S. Woodman, barter ac't, 121 23
L. Beach for 8 gal. of soap,
• 1 00
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Paid James M. Bunker 443 lbs. superphosphate at
Sc pr lb., 13 29
W. F. Jones for 29 loads marsh mud, 25c
per load,
Daniel Chesley, mo\«-ing- 16 acres of grass,
3 yds shirting for J. Thomas,
Mrs. Nason,
POOR AWAY FEOM FARM.
Paid G. & W. P. Ffrost, supplies for Mrs. J. French,
L. C. Clark, 1 gal. molasses deliv'd
" "
F. F. Doe, 1-2 cord pine wood
" " "
S. H. Greene, attendance and med. " "
" " " " Jacob Bickford
J. Twombly, boots for Mrs. Jos. French,
C. A. Haley, supplies for Marg. Craon & son,
Mary Craon,
Mrs. Carol,
J. D. Sullivan, del'd Marg. Craon and son,
Joy and Dearborn, supplies for Margaret
Craon and son,
J. D. Sullivan, wood del'd Mrs J, French,
GENERAL EXPENSES.
Paid W. F. Jones, services as Overseer of poor.
Postage and stationery,
Josiah Nason as keeper of the Alms House,
Appraisers,
CR. RECEIPTS FROM SALES, &C.
Rec'd L. Beach for grease and ashes,
J. G. Flagg for old iron, &c.,
Geo. T. Woodman, barter,
John T. Hanson,
"




K. Willey, pasturing cow 7 00, bbl. cider 3 40
S. Paul
Gen. A. Hoitt for hay,
J. P. Emerson, house rent.
County Strafford for support of County poor,
Dan'l Chesley for hay,
" "
pasturing cattle,
6 calves 44 00, 1 pig 10 00,
potatoes 13 50, T. Jackson, 4 dinners 67c,
J. Butler for hay.
Young
"
G. W, Ransom for beans,
Dan'l Chesley for labor, man and oxen,
keeping cattle,
for butter,
cheese 7 60, cow hide 6 48,
Wm. F. Jones, ox labor and man 1 1-2 day,








PERSONAL PROPERTY AT THE TOWN FARM.
February 23, 1865.
STOCK.
1 pr Oxen 6 ft 10 in. 1 Horse,
T good Cows, 2 Shoats, 20 Hens.
FARMING UTENSILS.





























































1 gal molasses, 1 set of measures,
1 bushel meal, 1 lb tea,
1 sieve, 1 sugar box,
1 small box, 1-4 bbl flour,
1 lb saleratus, 1 molasses cau,
PEOVISIONS IN CELLAR & CORN HOUSE.
3 bbls pork, 1-2 bbl vinegar,
1 1-2 do beef, 30 bush barley,
4 1-4 pots lard, 15 lbs dried apples,
66 lbs ham (2 legs) 3-4 bush white beans,
65 bush corn, 1 bbl turnips,
1-2 bush beans (colored) 1 bbl carrots,
30 lbs fish, 1 bbl cider.
90 bush potatoes.
BEDS AND BEDDING.
8 bedsteads, 10 feather beds,
1*7 pillows, 21 bed spreads,
22 pillow cases, 24 sheets.
KITCHEN UTENSILS.
2 cook stoves with appt. 1 air-tight stove,
1 coffee mill, 1 lantern,
2 water pails, 1 wash board,
3 wash tubs, 3 cider bbls.
MISCELLANEOUS.
3 meal bags, 14 tons hay,
8 gals soap, 1 iron kettle,
60 doz candles, 6 1-2 cords pine wood.
We, the subscribers. Appraisers at the Town Farm, Feb.
23, 1865, found the articles as above stated. The stock is
in fair condition. The farming utensils were found in their
proper places, some of them in good condition and some so
mean that it is a disgrace to the town to have such imple-
ments on the premises ; but, judging from the appearance
of the barn and outbuilding, everything is taken care of in
a farmer like manner.
25
We went over the house from the cellar to the garret and
found a clean house and every thing in its proper place,
and we would, as townsmen, invite all, both ladies and
gentlemen, who wish to see a clean house, beds and bed-
ding, to call at our Alms House, and we will assure you
that the lady of the house, Mrs. Nason, will treat you re-
spectfully and show you over her house with the greatest
pleasure, for we think she is second to no one for the place
ehe nOw fills.
E. J. COFFIN, 1 . . ^ „' ^ * '"'^vaiserB.
J. S. BURNHAM j- Appr£
Inmates at Alms House.
Susan Johnson, Pamelia Smith,
John Durgin, Samuel Dame,
Alonzo Bickford,
* Martha Short,





For the Year Ending march 1, 1865.
In offering to the town the annual report required, I am
happy to say that the schools have generally been conduct-
ed successfully, and with few exceptions, acceptably to the
people of the several districts. The following table will
show some of the most important fects in relation to them :
SUMMER SCHOOLS.
No. Dis. Teacher. Weeks Wages No. of Aver.
of school, a month, schol'g. attend.
1 Lizzie A. Chase of Sanbornton Bridge
2 Sarah J. Drew of Dover
3 Abbie M. Clarke of Strafford
4 Nellie C. Bradbury of Salmon Falls
5 Mary E. Smith of Exeter
6 Emma A. Perkins of New Market
7 Lizzie A. Meader of Durham
8 Lydia S. Jones of Durham
9 Mary F. Chesley of Durham
10 Leonora A. Bean of Nottingham
WINTER SCHOOLS.
l|Bernice A. Demeritt of L«e
2^Hannah D. Hayes of Durham
S^Ellen A. Jenkins of Madbury
4 Lizzie R. Hanson of Lee
5 Mary E. Smith of Exeter
6 Emma A. Perkins ofNew Market
7 Franke A. Warfield of Holliston, Mass.
8 Daniel B. Fittsof Fremont
10 Leonora A. Bean of Nottingham
*14 resident in Dover—G in Madbury.
The teachers in District No. 1, for both seasons, are of
the very first class, competent, experienced, kind, judicious,
faithful. It is from no fault in them if the school has not
proved excellent in all respects. A complaint made by
15 $22
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the teacher of the winter school in her report, deserves the
serious consideration of those concerned : "During my
short experience in teaching, I have never taught where so
little interest was manifested by the pareats as in this dis-
trict ; and be it said to their discredit, that they have
avoided the school room as they would any epidemic dis-
ease."
The school in District No. 2, united with No 1 in Mad-
bury, did very well in both terms. In the summer it had
the same teacher as last year, and in the winter another of
experience and excellent qualifications. No school needs
to be under better discipline than this was in the winter.
And the teaching was also very good.
In District No. 3 the school did very well in both sea-
sons, especially in the winter. Very few teachers surpass
Miss Jenkins. But what can any school accomplish with
only 13 1-2 weeks of school time lor the year ?
In District No. 4, the summer school, having the same
teacher as in the winter before, was very small, in part be-
cause a portion of the people in the district had received so
unfavorable impressions of the teacher in the previous win-
ter, that they would not send their children. Yet the
teacher did remarkably well for the few who attended.
They were constant and interested. Her oral instructions
iu the rudiments of Geography, History, Physiology and
morals, were especially successful and useful.
The teacher of the winter school was so very success-
ful as to draw upon herself no complaints from any party
or person in the district.
In District No. 5, the same teacher was employed for
both seasons. There was some want of promptness and
energy in the management of the school, which detracted
from its usefulness. Still I think it did pretty well.
The school in District No. 6, for the year, was kept in
one continuous term of 16 weeks, during the fall and early
winter. It would have been better if divided, and a vaca-
tion of two or three weeks between the terms. The teach-
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er, I think, has had no previous experience ; but she has
done very well for so small a school.
Both teachers in District No. 7, were without experience
when they began ; and both did so well as to give promise
of being excellent teachers hereafter. The school was very
well regulated and taught.
In District No. 8, the summer school was taught by a
teacher of much experience, with her usual good success.
In the winter it was kept late in the season, with some dis-
advantages on that account, but very successfully. The
discipline of the school is excellent, and their instruction
thorough. The teacher took this school after he had iinish-
ed the one in district No. 9.
The teacher of the summer school in District No. 9, had
her first experience in the work, and was perhaps not quite
so energetic as might be desired ; but the school did very
well. Few classes in our district schools appear better
than the most advanced class in this.
The teacher of the winter school was laborious, thorough,
and a good disciplinarian, but perhaps a little wanting in
patience and gentleness. I was surprised to find but a
small number of scholars at the close, most of the older
ones having gone into the High School in Newmarket.
In District No lO, the same teacher was employed in
summer and winter. She was energetic, a good discipli-
narian, and kept a good school. The average attendance—
only 2 less than the whole number—was better in propor-
tion to the number of scholars than in any other school in
town. For want of notice I failed to visit this school near
the close of the first term and near the beginning of the
second. The teacher was employed for a private school of
a month, after the public school was finished.
It will be seen, by these statements, that on the whole
the schools have done well. Some, of course, have done
better than others
;
but no one of them has failed to do
some good ; and nearly all of them have been very highly
useful in proportion to the time they were kept.
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Prudential Committees are very apt to be negligent of
their duty to give notice to the Superintending Committee
when schools begin and end. This is an injurious fault,
and ought to be corrected. Generally there is no reason
to suppose that the Superintending Committee will be in-
formed in any other way than by notice from the Pruden-
tial Committee.
All our schools have been much too short. In one dis-
trict only 13 1-2 weeks of school for the year, in another
16, in two others IT, in three others 18 each, and in one
18 2-5. The greatest amount of time was less* than 26
weeks. But there ought to be at least 30 weeks of school
time in every district.
I do earnestly hope the town will, as formerly, raise
$300 for schools, if not more, in addition to the amount
provided by law ; and that the addition will be divided
equally among the districts. No other division goes so
far towards equalizing the school privileges for all.
There ought to be a good dictionary, and a few other
books of reference in each school. It would also be a great
benefit to have some simple apparatus, for aids and illus-
tration in each school house. For this purpose I recom-
mend that a part of the additional school money, if it be
raised, not more than ten dollars in each district, may be
expended by the Sup. School Committee.
I have introduced Weld & Quackenbos's Grammar, as,on
the whole, better for our schools than those before in use.
It is furnished on such terms as to make no increase of ex-
pense for books. The books now in use are the following :
The Bible
;
the Progressive Reader and Speller ; Colburn's
First Lessons in Arithmetic, and Greenleaf's Common





Colton and Fitch's Geography ; and Quacken-
bos's History of the United States.
I should prefer Eaton's Arithmetic ; but Greenleafs has
come into such general use that I have not attempted a
change.
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The school houses in districts 4, 6, 6, and 10, remain in
a miserable condition, as they have for years past. It
ought not to be so. The expense of building new, com-
fortable and convenient houses would soon be repaid in the
greater interest and improvement of the scholars. The
health of the scholars is seriously endangered in some of
these houses, by the impossibility of keeping them properly
warmed and ventilated in cold or wet weather.
It should be remembered that a good school house helps
much towards a good school. It encourages both teacher
and scholars. Indeed it more than encourages them, it en-
ables them to do better than they could in a poor house.
It also makes the school more pleasant, and will contribute
to happy memories of childhood in all the after life.
It is of the highest importance that the people give
greater attention to the schools. The interest in them
should be cherished, manifested and increased. Visit
them
;
see what they are doing. Do not be content to
suppose they are doing well ; but make yourselves sure of
it. A good farmer would not let his young cattle be in the
pasture with so little of watchful care as that sometimes giv-
en to children while they are in the school house. A con-
stant, watchful, earnest interest in the schools, maintained
by the people generally, is an insurance that they will be
good, and ever advancing in usefulness.
ALVAN TOBEY, Sup. School Committee.
Durham, N. H., Mar. 1, 1865.
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